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Author combines action and Sci-fi for a new breed of hero 

Andrew Draper

Local author John Rust uses his unique blend of action, adventure and science fiction to create a new breed of reluctant hero in the “Epsilon” saga.
“Epsilon” chronicles the life and times of hapless college student Jack Remmler. 

Remmler’s life has the usual ups and downs, until he finds an ancient battle suit that gives him the power to right the wrongs he sees around him.

Rust said the idea for the suit came from a two-dimensional source.

“It came from my love of Japanese Anime,” he said. “I just think the concept of an armored battle suit is very cool.”
Rust, who many know as the voice of Tri-city sports on radio station KYCA, began his literary career at a young age by creating stories about his high school taking on their rivals in ‘Epic’ battles.

“I would write goofy stories about my school and our rivals. They would come up with a super weapon and try to take over the world. We would go there, destroy the weapon, save the day,” he said. “When I got into college, I started writing my own superhero characters and there started the brainchild of ‘Epsilon’.”
Rust said he wanted to see what would happen if an “Average Joe” possessed such power.

“I wanted to make him somewhat popular, but not a big man on campus. He sees what’s going on in the world and thinks, ‘If I just had a way to deal with it,’ so I gave him one,” he said. “I wanted to see want would happen if that type of character got an armored battle suit and said ‘Now I have the power. Now I can do some good,’.” 

Rust said he puts his character through the ringer.

“I didn’t make it where everything was easy for him,” he said. “Once he gets the power and starts fighting crime, he sees that It’s not all it’s cracked up to be. He goes from being the gung-ho hero to being the reluctant hero.” 
Rust places his reluctant hero in intense situations and they take the inevitable toll on his life.
“I’ve talked to police officers who have killed someone in the line of duty, and they all say that no matter how bad the person was, it sticks with you,” he said. “That’s what I wanted for Jack, the moral baggage of crime fighting, and facing his own mortality.”
Rust said much of his inspiration comes from both personal experience and what he sees around him.
“Before I became sports caster, I covered the police beat,” he said. “They will tell you what it’s like and how it stays with you.”
Rust said, just to make it real, he threw an unrequited love interest for Remmler. 

“He got the ‘Let’s be friends,’ speech,” he said. “As if his life wasn’t complicated enough.”
Rust self-published “Epsilon” through xlibris.com as part of learning the ins and outs of book publishing.
“Several publishers I sent it to, rejected it. Which is something you go through as a writer. I’m too stubborn to know when to quit and I don’t like to quit,” he said. “J.K. Rowling and Tom Clancy, as successful as they are now, had just about every publishing company reject their work. But they stuck to it and got it published. If you’re a first-time author, it’s tough, but you have to stick to it.”

Rust said he is preparing to release the sequel to “Epsilon”, called “Epsilon - Ominous Dawn”.

“Now I know what I did right the first time and what I did wrong,” he said. “Now I’ll be more prepared and target more markets.”

Rust said the new book explores the down-side of being a superhero.
‘If you think Jack had problems in the first book, this time he’s one the verge of a nervous breakdown,” he said. “All this is compounded by the fact that he’s chasing the one villain that should never have superhuman powers, a child molester.”

“Epsilon” is available at Barnes and Noble Books on line.

